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Synopsis

Second Russian Readers is a Beginner and Pre-Intermediate level graded reader. If you already
have background with Russian language, this book is the one to try. It makes use of the so-called
ALARM or Approved Learning Automatic Remembering Method. Through this method, a person will
be able to enhance his or her ability to remember the words that has been incorporated into
consequent sentences from time to time. Second Russian Reader is ultimately comprehensive
because each chapter is created with words explained in previous ones and with as few as possible
new words. A private detective is following the girl he is in love with. Former air force pilot, he is
discovering some sides in the human nature he can’t deal with. However there is always a choice!

Audio tracks are available inclusive on www.lppbooks.com/Russian
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Customer Reviews

Zubakhin’s books are awesome! I've read some bad reviews... some people have criticized the

books for not "speaking” the way "real Russians" do and this is true, the books have many instances



of both awkward Russian and English phrases. But the value of these books for English speakers
learning Russian FAR outweighs that flaw. The author does an excellent job of integrating new
vocabulary into interesting stories! And all words have stress marks for learning pronunciation, that
is VERY important. The stories are very good and they build in complexity. | applaud the author for
taking the time to construct such beautifully written, extremely engaging, effective learning aides.
(Even if the so-called "ALARM" learning method is complete bull#@#, which it sounds like it is.) I've
purchased and read many, many, many beginning and intermediate Russian readers. Both in the
U.S. and during a stay in Moscow. I've been studying the language for many years. These are the
absolute best out there. (And also those by Tatiana Mikhaylova) I've read both the First and Second
Readers and they’ve done more for improving my fluency that any others. | hope that Zubakhin will

continue the series with Third and Fourth and as many as he can write!!

This is language acquisition done the right way: simple constructions repeated multiple times with
slight variations so that lexicon and grammar are learned in the same way we all acquire our first
language: by using it, not by studying grammar tables and vocabulary charts. The chapters are all
part of one over-arching story, and each is short enough to enable the reader to complete it within
about five minutes if you're still at the early stages of learning the language; otherwise it's about one
minute per chapter. There are additional exercises at the end of each chapter if you want to
consolidate what you've learned so far, but if you skip these because you want to know "what
happens next?" there’s little penalty and you can always use these sections to revise later on.The
story is occasionally unclear, so in the early chapters you just have to take it on trust. Eventually the
disparate elements come together and it’s a satisfying read - the sort of thing you might have read in
a public library book around the age of ten. Anyone who recognizes the phrase "A Ripping Yarn" will
know what | mean by this.By the end you'll have extended your knowledge of Russian grammar
significantly and you’ll have extended your vocabulary by around 2,000 words, most of them entirely
applicable to everyday life. In contrast, Russian language "beginners’ books" are largely rubbish,
filled with useless vocabulary taken from an age when people lived in thatched huts and ploughed
fields with oxen, and full of that uniquely Russian and uniquely irritating "malchik-spalchik" rubbish
that does everyone (including Russian children learning to read) a complete disservice.In short, if
you are interested in learning Russian in order to talk to ordinary Russians, this is an excellent
resource. Yes, you'll still need grammar tables and a good Russian/English dictionary, but these
Russian Reader books will enable you to make much more rapid progress than if you only utilized

more traditional textbooks. Plus there’s an online resource for the times when you want to confirm



pronunciation. By the time you’ve finished this series of books you’ll be ready to move on to more

demanding intermediate textbooks and even basic conversations with Russian speakers.

| can’t praise this book enough : It is magnificent, combining an entertaining story line with excellent,
lively, naturally colloquial language which, with its parallel Russian-English format , allows advanced
beginners and intermediate learners alike to quickly and painlessly take giant steps to improve their
practical knowledge of Russian . | wish this type of book and format existed for every language -- In
fact, | wish there were several different volumes of it for Russian alone: | think I'd buy every one.
The quantity of material provided , as a previous reviewer mentioned, is awesome, too. This is an
intermediate level language learner’'s dream come true--As they say in Russian : Kak nel’zya
luchshe -- You just couldn’t do this any better! Like others, | had problems with a beginning version
of this series, which for some strange reason used very unusual language in several instances---but
there is no trace of the problems that existed with that book here. With this book, the author (
perhaps because the other book was the joint creation of several people, and he was on his own
this time ) has created a real masterpiece, a book which | think ( based on something like 50 years’
worth of language learning , work and teaching at all levels ) is the absolute , unequaled best of its
kind. If you've studied a year or two of Russian and want to make giant strides forward ( while being
totally entertained at the same time) , do not pass up this book ---and even if you’re an advanced
student of the language ( or a Russian speaker seeking to improve your English ), this book can do
wonders for you, too. In summation, | know it's not original , but | can only second what the first

reviewer wrote above: BRAVO to the author of this wonderful book ---- the best ever!*A

| have found these graded readers to be an excellent help in learning the Russian language. The
stories are often fun, interesting and amusing. Vocabulary words are included with the stories which
make new words to learn very easily accessible. Vocabulary words are repeated from story to story
which is a real advantage. After a thorough check, | discovered that there are very few graded
readers in the Russian language available anywhere. These readers fill an important gap, and |
continue to find them to be really valuable for learning Russian. That being said, using these
readers in isolation without benefit of audio and grammar study would not be the most helpful

approach. However, they are excellent for what they are.
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